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THE IRL'S NEWEST
MEMBERS

We would like to take a moment and once again
acknowledge our newest IRL employees and
thank them for their contributions. 

JAN 2021WELCOME //
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T O P  P A G E S

Below are a list of the top posts/pages the IRL has shared in
January. As we can see, many of our community members are drawn
to the kids program, remote fabrication services, and the lab
reopening.

The IRL website saw an increase in new visitors in January. It is
likely that the start of Winter Quarter has prompted students and
community members to check out our virtual space and services.

N e w  v i s i t o r s

JAN 2021WEBSITE STATS //
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JAN 2021IRL KIDS PROGRAM UPDATE //

My child is super excited
about IRL. He keeps on asking
when are you guys starting. 
  -Parent of participant

K I D S  P R O G R A M

The IRL Kids Program is back, and it will be
taking place over the course of the next 5 weeks.

The program aims to promote ‘Take Care DePaul’
by taking care of DePaul community members
and their families in a COVID-compliant virtual
space. 

Students ranging from 7-12 years old will meet
with the same IRL instructors weekly to learn
architecture, interior design, and digital
prototyping. 

With such a robust response from DePaul
community members (23 families are registered!),
we expect a thrilling experience for everyone
involved. Thank you for your continued support
and interest!

For more information, please visit:
http://irl.depaul.edu/depaul-kids/ 
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JAN 2021REMOTE REQUESTS //

3 D - P R I N T I N G  R E Q U E S T S

While the IRL remained closed for the month of
January, it still found a way to allow community
members to 3D-Print with relative ease. 

Here are how the numbers look compare to
previous months...
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Note: November and December were combined
because winter break slowed student requests in
December.



JAN  2021ALUMNI MASK PROJECT //

A L U M N I  M A S K  U P D A T E

The IRL staff has made significant progress
on the alumni mask project this month.

This is one of the largest projects we've
ever taken on: a request for more than a
thousand hand-sewn, branded face masks
for DePaul alumni. Our staff designed and
tested the masks, sourced the custom-
printed fabric, and, of course, sewed the
masks. We closed out Fall Quarter with 750
completed units and more have been
produced since.
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JAN 2021HARDWARE DESIGN BASICS //

C E R T I F I C A T E  P R O G R A M

Faculty Director of Maker Innovation Jayson Margalus and
his teaching assistant have been instructing a five week
program that targets prospective high school students. 

The experience has been very rewarding for nearly
everyone involved. Out of 32 students, 75% of them are
enrolling in DePaul. This is a huge leap from the 30%
conversion rate the university is used to seeing. 

With such promising results, the IRL hopes that the
certificate program will expand and cover a wider range of
topics.
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ID 104: Haptics- The remote fabrication
services offered by the IRL has allowed
students in this course to design their own
haptics device. 
ID 210: Processes and Materials- The tool
checkout service offered has allowed students
to explore the physical properties of material
from their homes.
EXP 250: Hardware Design Basics Workshop-
Remote digital fabrication has allowed
students in this course to develop an array of
fundamental design skills.
 PHY 150: Physics- Students in this course were
able to explore remote 3D-printing and
different software via virtual computer
reservations.
Environmental Sciences Courses- The
document cameras provided by the IRL have
proven to help students with a variety of
projects and tasks.

The IRL remains closed, yet it has still found ways
to support DePaul Professors and their courses. 

Courses supported include:

JAN  2021COURSES //

C O U R S E S  S U P P O R T E D
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JAN 2021UPCOMING WORKSHOPS //

polymer clay creations—with an emphasis on
earrings.
macrame. 

After the success of the at-home candle making
workshop, we have been crafting more at-home
workshops for the later half of Winter and Spring
Quarter '21. 

A couple of workshops to be on the look out for include: 

We hope to release sign-ups soon to gauge interest
from community makers. We look forward to hosting
workshops again. 

I S S Y ' S  U P C O M I N G  W O R K S H O P

POLYMER CLAY CREATIONS AND MACRAME
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JAN 2021HIRING //

H I R I N G

KNOW A DEPAUL STUDENT LOOKING FOR A JOB?

As the IRL looks to create a space that is more
diverse and inclusive, we aim to have a diverse
hiring pool that reflects our goals and beliefs. 

In the month of February, IRL staff will be
reaching out to different organizations that cater
to students from diverse backgrounds.

Why hire with diversity in mind? Organizations
that hire from a diverse pool of candidates
increase synergy among relationships in the
workplace, have a wider range of ideas to
consider, help students of diverse backgrounds
feel safe in the space, and allows us to re-
envision what a makerspace looks like.
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JAN  2021CLOSING //

C L O S I N G  R E M A R K S

Overall, we are thrilled that some of our previous
employees grew into new roles elsewhere, and
we wish them nothing but the best of luck. We
are grateful for the new employees we now have
and the value they add to our current team.

As we look forward, let us celebrate the
milestones we have reached. Let us also plan for
future milestones we would like to set.

And as always, thank you for being a part of the
growing IRL community!
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